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DN1741

This is the earliest available photograph of DN1741, showing Stuart Wilton at Brooklands in 1936, overtaking
Anthony Sutton in 3 Litre chassis 673. The photograph is black and white, it has been colourised slightly. The
original finish was, 1 think, black with red wings. Stuart Wilton was an early member of the BDC, joining in
1936, the same year the club was founded. This shows the first BDC race at Brooklands on 17 October 1936, as
reported below. DN1741 was one of four 3 Litre cars entered, with a speed of 62.25 mph for the standing start
lap and 77.21 mph for the flying lap. Bonnet straps were required for Brooklands regulations, otherwise the car
ran in standard form with windscreen fitted, with just the hood removed. (WOBMTF)




Report on 3 Litre Bentley
UV7549 Chassis DN1741

This report is compiled from photographs and documents for Richard Belveal.

Chassis DN 1741 is the last 3 Litre chassis produced by Bentley Motors, but it has a slightly unusual production history.
The chassis was laid down as HT1644, from the last but one chassis series—the HT series of 25 cars (HT1626-HT1650)
precedes the last 3 Litre chassis made, numbered DN1726-DN1741. The Service Record for HT 1644 is reproduced below.
This chassis was built as a 1928 Model Speed Model, with engine HT1647, and a 15/53 back axle. By this date the “C”
type gearbox was fitted to Speed Model chassis as standard, however HT1644 was fitted with a “B” type gearbox, with the
number recorded as 1644, This will be HT1644, it is not uncommon to find the prefix omitted in Bentley records,

The Service Record for HT1644 shows that the chassis was built to special order for Miss E. Phillips, a well-known tennis
plaver. Non-standard features include positioning the steering column 85mm further back than standard, with the gearlever
lengthened 6" and set back 3". The handbrake was also lengthened by 3" and set back by 2", as well as further ourwards
than standard, With the steering column moved backwards the forward deckboard was lengthened and the rear one short-
ened, with the steering drag link and magneto control rod lengthened correspondingly. The accelerator pedal was omitted,
with the carburettor throttle control connected to the steering column controls only. A polished bonnet was fitted, with locks
to the bonnet sides and to the handbrake. Why these non-standard features were specified isn’t ¢lear. The order for the chas-
sis was presumably placed directly through Bentley Motors, as no agent is mentioned, and the order for the body was
placed directly by Bentley Motors with Freestone & Webb (*Our Own Body Order”). The body is recorded as a special
two-seater.

The Service Record for HT1644 notes an F.T. date, that is, for the Final Test to the completed car, carried out at Bentley’s
Cricklewood works, with a guarantee expires (G.E.) date, of 31 August 1928 and 31 August 1933 respectively (for the five
vear guarantee). This implies that the car was completed and passed for delivery to the customer. This doesn't, though,
seem to have taken place, and there is no record of registration. For whatever reason it seems that the car was taken back
by Bentley Motors, chassis HT 1644 thus effectively ceasing to exist. The chassis was taken back into production, converted
back to standard Speed Model specification, and renumbered as DN1741. Hence we can turn to the Service Record for this
chassis, reproduced below.

The Service Record for DN1741 notes “Chassis converted from HT1644™, as a 1929 Speed Model chassis, with engine
number DN1744, a 14/53 back axle, and “C" type gearbox no. 6635, Given that the 3 Litre was effectively out of produc-
tion, the Service Record makes note of various features. The diff unit as now is stamped HT 1644 over-stamped DN1741,
with the ratio over-stamped as 14/53. This is a 3 Litre pattern diff casing BM3128 without the forward-facing extension
for drain and filler plugs, fitted to 4}4 Litre back axles by this date. With this early pattern casing goes the BM1402 rear
cover. The banjo is the earlier pattern without baffles. The engine was built with the BM 1800 Speed Model camshaft with
high compression pistons, with the oil bath modification to the camchest. This had already been introduced for 444 Litre
engine, with the outlet under no.1 camshaft bearing plugged and two '4" holes drilled further up the camchest trough by
each pair of rockers. This turns the lower portion of the camchest into an oil bath so that the moment the engine is started
the cams dip into oil before contacting the tappet screws.

The chassis was otherwise built to the latest Speed Model specification. The chassis frame is the late pattern of 3/16"
gauge steel with dropped engine bearers with rubber block suspension for the back of the crankcase, with the standard 3
Litre pattern battery tray with a Y™ shaped support bracket from the rear gearbox crossmember. Suspension as new was
by leaf springs with duplex Hartford friction shock absorbers all round, these are the later Silentbloc bush pattern.

The original engine for the chassis was numbered DN 1744, this engine is still fitted. As new this was a 1929 specification
engine with aluminium castings throughout, twin SU G5 “sloper™ carburettors and, probably, twin ML GR4 magnetos,
Earlier 3 Litre Speed Models were fitted with ML CG4 magnetos, at some point late in production ML GR4 magnetos were
fitted as standard. There is no note in the Service Record of when this occurred. Photographs of the engine as now show
ML GR4 magnetos so it is likely that DN1741 was fitted with these from new. As now the engine is correctly numbered
DN 1744 to the crankecase, with evidence of the earlier HT 1647 number below. There should also be a number to the near-
side flange of the magneto turret, no photograph of this is available, The sump carries sequence number 1634, engine
HT1647 is nominally the 1639th 3 Litre engine built so this will be the original to the engine.
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(Opposite, this page top) Bentley Motors® Service Record for chassis DN1741. (Above) This chassis was original-
ly built as HT1644, for Miss E. Phillips, with a number of non-standard features, to be sent to Freestone & Webh
to be fitted with a special two-seater body. Given that this car was passed off Final Test on 31 August 1928, with
the five-year guarantee issued on the same date, it is likely that it was indeed finished and bodied. Quite why it
was taken back by Bentleys and renumbered as DN1741, and returned to standard specification, is unclear.

Electrical equipment is by Smiths, with Smiths starter motor, dynamo, two-way fuse box and 12V/10A magnetic cut-out.
Head, side and tail lamps were supplied as standard by Smiths, as standard five lamps were fitted, in black finish, with a
single tail light with Continental touring plugs. The rear light was fitted to the offside in the UK. For touring purposes after
disembarkation on the Continent the tail light was moved to the nearside and plugged in appropriately, with a blanking plug
moved from the nearside to the offside plug socket. The standard horn is, [ believe, a Graham AU on an aluminium bracket
mounted to the nearside front face of the bulkhead. This is the hom listed in a set of build sheets for a late 3 Litre Speed
Madel, but the records are incomplete. Early photographs show a Barker dipping system with, [ think, non-standard head-
lamp brackets, to go with the Barker dippers. According to Johnnie Green a set of standard Smiths lamps was fitted, in
black. Stuart Wilton had a pair of Lucas R80 headlamps fitted. As now the lighting is non-standard, with a pair of later
Lucas horns fitted to the dumbirons. The Lucas headlamps are still fitted, with stoneguards added.



DN1741

Instrumentation for the late 3 Litre Speed Model as standard is Smiths starter button, Smiths 20-0-20 bezel
switch/ammeter engraved Bentley, Smiths 0-601bs oil pressure gauge. Homa dashlamp, Bentley Motors switchplate/mix-
ture control, Smiths clock, AT speedo, and Graham horn button. A matching AT rev counter was often fitted to chassis with
more sporting coachwork, and a Smiths or Cambridge (ARIC) water temperature gauge. The standard finish is black face
with white lettering with the bezels painted black. The information is incomplete and as DN1741 was built right at the end
of production it may have had some variations in equipment. The steering wheel as standard is the 3 Litre solid wheel with
cast aluminium spokes and steel rim, celluloid covered (in black). As a late chassis it is possible that a Bluemel spring
wheel was fitted. If so, it would be the small centre boss pattern with reeded grip rim, As now the instrumentation is mostly
standard, with a Smiths clock, bezel switch/ammeter, and 0-601bs oil pressure gauge. The AT speedo is from a 6% Litre
chassis, marked “The Big Bentley™. The AT rev counter is much later, with plain disc to the mechanism. Two Bosch horn
buttons are fitted, so a Bosch horn may have been fitted from new (by this date Bentleys were fitting the Bosch FG12 as
standard to 4% Litre, Standard Six and Speed Six chassis. The switchplate is I think new, earlier photographs of the instru-
ment panel show that the switchplate had been replaced with a row of switches. According to Johnnie Green this work was
carried out for Stuart Wilton. The steering wheel is a Bluemel with small centre boss and a finger-grip rim. The steering
column controls boss has been re-engraved and the levers finished in black rather than nickel.

Transmission as standard is by cone clutch with cone clutch pattern pedals, and “C” type gearbox. The “C” type box was
developed by Bentley Motors as a universal box suitable for all models, and it was fitted to late 3 Litre Speed Models, early
1928 and 1929 and later 4% Litres, and to the 6% Litre chassis in Speed and Standard form. The gearbox fitted to DN1741
new is recorded as 6635, this is well into production so it would have been fitted with a stainless steel lever, with aluminium
knob coated in black celluloid. The gearbox as now is an “A” type box, no. 448, The letters G.G. to the ledge at the back
of the gearbox close to the number is for ground gears, as opposed to some earlier boxes fitted with machined gears. This
change of gearbox is marked in the Service Record, with C crossed out and changed to A, with the body of the record noting
the change as dated 14 March 1934, “Gearbox from chassis 967 fitted.” (There is an earlier change of gearbox dated 24
March 1930, this was most likely for a different “C" type box, number not known.) Chassis 967 was overhauled by Bentley
Motors in March 1934, probably for resale, so the gearbox out of DN1741 may have been swopped for the “A™ box out of
967. To o by available date “A” box no. 448 was fitted new to chassis 967. The back axle is the original, marked DN1741
to the banjo and to the diff casing. The latter is also stamped with the original ratio, 13/55. This is the lowest of the 3 Litre
ratios, at 4.23:1. Speed Models were usually fitted with the 14/53 (3.78:1) ratio. The original propshaft was probably a
Spicer shaft, this isn’t shown in the available photographs.

As standard the 3 Litre has an 11-gallon petrol tank, the available photographs are unclear, as far as I can tell a standard
11 gallon tank is still fitted. An Autovac is fitted, but this is shorter than that usually fitted to late 3 Litres, with a non-stan-
dard filter to the front face of the bulkhead. The bonnet is 3 Litre pattern with correct three-arm handles, with ring pull
catches fitted. Available photographs do not show whether the bonnet is original, it should be numbered to the inner leading
returns to the side panels to each side. The handbrake is a correct H-section steel lever, this looks to have lost its original
close plating and been fully plated. The front axle is a correct light pattern beam, available photographs do not show if this
is numbered (it should be stamped with the chassis number to the top centre of the beam). The front brake backplates are
the carrect early non-self-wrapping pattern, with the desirable late Stage 3 Perrot shafts. Suspension to the front axle is by
correct duplex Hartford shock absorbers, surprisingly with early pattern chassis brackets. The front road springs have
Wefco gaiters. The available photographs don’t show the rear suspension.

Turning to the body, this is recorded in the Service Records as a four-seater sports by Wylder of Kew. The order was pre-
sumably placed by the agent, Jack Olding & Co. Ltd. Jack Olding set up as a Bentley agent in London towards the end of
1928, in North Audley St., and looks to have established a link with Bentley Motors. After not being listed as an agent. he
sold seven out of the 16 DN-series 3 Litres. As far as I can tell he specialised in taking on ex-demonstration and otherwise
shop-soiled cars. As for Wylder, they were also late on the scene, bodying twelve vintage Bentleys; two 3 Litres (DN1737
and DN1741. both for Jack Olding), three Speed Sixes, six 4% Litres (one of which was burnt in a fire at their works), and
one § Litre. They also rebodied four secondhand chassis, one 3 Litre, one Standard Six, one Speed Six, and one 4% Litre.
Of these sixteen bodies three survive, all open four-seaters (on DN1741, on 4% Litre chassis KL3598, and a rebody on
Speed Six chassis BA2600). Of the DN-series 3 Litres DN1739 was initially allocated to Wylder, but was then bodied by
Vanden Plas, I don’t know why Stanley Sedgwick listed the body as by Vanden Plas in All The Pre-War Bentleys As New,
as it is clearly recorded in the Service Record as by Wylder. I am aware of Johnnie Green's speculations, but it seems to
me that there is nothing out of the way about the choice of Wylder as the coachbuilder. DN1737 was bodied as a Weymann
saloon by Wylder for Jack Olding and, as noted, DN1739 was allocated to Wylder before going to Vanden Plas.

The style is a three door sports four-seater, with a single door to the offside rear and two doors to the nearside. Long fully
valanced wings are fitted with running boards, and a raked windscreen. The latter is a typical three-piece. The spare wheel
was fitted to the nearside, Johnnie Green had this moved to the back. Wylder put in a cutaway to the driver’s side for the
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DN1741

A VIEW OF THE THREE LITRE BENTLEY ENGINE SHOWING THE TWO MAGNETOY, WATER PUMPF, DIL
FILTER, THE LARGE AND EASILY ACCESSIDLE OIL FILLER, AND THE ELECTRIC STARTER. LOWER
PHOTD ILLUSTRATES THE 10 OVERNEAD VALVES, DRIVE FOR OVERHEAD CAMIMAFT AND THERMOSTAT

The 3 Litre Speed Model engine, from Bentley's catalogue for the 1927 model year. The engine shown to the top
of the page has the big sump with the large water pump and fan driven off the front of the crankshaft, with ML
CG4 magnetos and late Smiths starter. With the exception of the magnetos this is the specification for engine
DN1744. The lower photo with the rocker cover removed is an earlier engine with steel rockers and bridgepiece,
engine DN1744 would have been fitted from new with duralumin rockers in separate rocker hoxes,

o



DN1741

A FLAN VIEW OF THE THAEE LITAE BENTLAY SPEED MODEL CHASSIS ; AND A FHOTO OF THE THREE
LITRE SPEFED MODEL ENGINE, SHOWING THE APECTAL TWIN LU, CARABURETTORS

The 3 Litre Speed Model chassis (top), this is an earlier chassis with an “A” type gearbox. The engine is a late
Speed Model with big sump and SU G35 “sloper™ carburettors.



DN1741

OPEN TOURING CAR Speed Model Chassis

HIS car has won for itself a great reputation. The general lines of the

coachwork are very well known, and in addition to the usual aluminium

panels, these bodies are being built with fabric cm'Lrln:_r ensuring lightness
and more flexibility—most important considerations in a car of this type.

Two doors are fitted, one on the near-side for the driver's seat, and the other on
the off-side for the rear seat. The hand-brake lever is fitted outside. The front
scats are separate and made to slide, and the rear seat, which accommodates two, is
very low, with ample protection at the back and sides.

The hood is of mohair and when not in use is enclosed in a cover. The screen is
straight and the top half is divided, while the spare wheel is carried on a strong
bracket at the rear over the petrol tank. The body can be finished in any
standard colour to choice, and the uphalstery is in leather.

Complete car to standard specification, panelled in aluminium or fabric, and
including one spare wheel and tyre, special tubular front wing

stays, dash and inspection lamps, eight-day clock, and wind- £I 125

screen wiper : A

Extra for Triplex glass, if required, £7 10 o

THE OPINION OF AN OWNER OF
A SPORTING FOUR-SEATER :—

* Take fisx -ﬂiﬂ'.l:l'-l'.. the Sparty Model, off in alf, it cow- Bentiey Standerd Coachwork is inspected during conrtrition

timuer fo be the * wonder * car of my feemty-rix yars of and pacied by the Company’s inspectors, and bears a plate

drivieg of lul'r of rle st celeirated moter vebicier [ bave pith the charsis and body mumbers. Tiw Company aceepir
urdl" Ij..l (R responstiility only for ruck roackwark,

The 3 Litre catalogue featured the Vanden Plas sports four-seater as a standard catalogue model, at a price of
£1125. The body built by Wylder on chassis DN1741 is to a similgr specification, but with three doors rather than
two. The price of the complete car would have been comparable,

10
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outside handbrake. None of the available photographs show the instrument panel in its original form, only as modified with
additional switches and instruments by McKenzie for Stuart Wilton. The body is fabric covered, the colour scheme being
black with red wings and red upholstery.

The Service Record notes a C.D. date of 14 May 1929, this is the date the chassis was despatched 1o the coachbuilder.
The completed car was passed off Final Test at Bentley’s Cricklewood works on 12 August 1929 (F.T. date), with the five
year guarantee issued shortly afterwards, on 28 August 1929 (hence G.E.—puarantee expires—date of 28 August 1934),
The change of the guarantee date to 17 September 1934 reflects a six-months’ guarantee issued to 1R, Thomson in March
1934. The registration number allocated was UV 7549, this is listed erronecusly in the Service Record as UV7542. This is
a London registration number, all remaining London records were destroyed after computerisation in the late 1970s/early
1980s. DN1741 was exported in the 1950s so no record was transferred to the new system. The first owner was W.T,
Townend, with an address care of Hancock & Dykes, 11 Victoria St., London W1. This was, I think, his second Bentley,
as 3 Litre chassis HT1645 with a Maddox saloon body was sold to W.T. Townend of Comer Wayes, Steer Lane, Oxshott,
Surrey, as a new car by Henlys Ltd. in September 1928, This car was possibly traded in against DN1741,

The Service Record notes that the 2000 miles general look-over was carried out on 22 October 1929, at a mileage of
3082, Some minor work was carried out, the entry also noting a slight accident, perhaps prompting Mr Townend to take
his Bentley into the Service Department. The gearbox gears were trimmed up in December 1929 and in March 1930, before
the gearbox was changed in March 1930, presumably for another “C"” type gearbox. The serial number of this box is not
recorded. The clutch was worked on in April, May, and August 1930, with steering wohble rectified in September of that
vear, Then on 13 November there is a note of a test for guarantee transfer, at a mileage of 13263, followed by a transfer on
7 January 1931. This fits with an advert placed by Bird, 188 High Rd., Lee, London SE13, probably a dealer, for DN1741,
in The Autocar 28 November 1930, as reproduced below. It was common for dealers to have the test for guarantee transfer
carried out so they could advertise secondhand Bentleys as guarantee transferrable. The conditions were that any work
deemed necessary by the Service Department was carried out, with a fee of £5 charged for the transfer. The advert notes
the colours as black and red, and unusually lists the chassis number. The Service Record notes that the actual transfer of
the guarantee was executed on 7 January 1931, at a mileage of 13726, with the new owner recorded as Robert H. Pershouse
of Priors Hill, Aldeburgh, Suffolk. This was his third Bentley, he earlier owned two 4! Litres, chassis ST3017 with a Park
Ward saloon body in 1928/29, and PM3259 with a Harrison touring body in mid-1929,

After minor work in June 1932, with an oil leak from the gearbox rectified, DN1741 was sold to Wing Commander
Sowery, DSO, of Tree Tops, Halton, Aylesbury, Bucks, later The Orchards, Tver, Bucks. This is the only Bentley he is listed
as owning. In August 1933 the engine was decarbonised, at a mileage of 28695, and a Spicer propshaft fitted, along with
a 13/51 (3.92:1) crownwheel and pinion to the back axle. The Spicer shaft is noted for a 10/10" chassis, presumably in error,
The engine was worked on again in December, with four new pistons fitted.

Shortly after this DN1741 was presumably bought in by Bentley Service, with the “A” type gearbox from chassis 967
fitted in March 1934, It was then sold to J.R. Thomson of Sandridge, Hale Rd., Hale, Cheshire, and address changed to the
appropriate Bentlea, Elmsway, Hale Barns, Cheshire. A new six months’ guarantee was issued, dated 17 March 1934, By
this date Bentley Motors had been bought by Rolls-Royce, renamed Bentley Motors (1931) Ltd., 50 a new guarantee policy
was in place. Bentley Motors (1931) Lid."s lineage advert in The Autocar for 2 March 1934, reproduced below, notes 3
Litre Speed and Standard 1926 to 1929 models, during most of the 1930s the Service Department bought in cars to overhaul
for resale, to keep the staff busy and because it was a profitable sideline. 1.R. Thomson was the previous owner of 967, so
he presumably asked to keep his old gearbox as part of the deal to buy DN1741. These are the only two Bentleys he is
listed as owning. In August 1935 the engine was decarbonised by Central Garage Ltd., Bradford, the Bentley agents for
Yorkshire, with the engine worked on in September, with a new piston and a new set of valves fitted. By this date the block
has been bored 0.5 mm oversize.

In mid-1936 DN1741 was bought by H. Stuart Wilton, in Hendon, London NW4., The sale followed on J.R. Thomson’s
advert in The Autocar 19 June 1936, reproduced below. The price asked was £185, noting the engine overhaul in September
1935, Stuart Wilton was an early member of the BDC, joining in September 1936, shortly after the club was founded. The
following month he competed in the BDC two-lap handicap race at Brooklands, held during the BARC 17 October 1936
meeting, A report is reproduced below. The Bentley finished, with a standing lap at 62.25 mph and a flying lap at 77.21
mph, a creditable performance for a 3 Litre in touring trim. During his ownership the Bentley was looked afier by Mac
McKenzie and by Monaco Motors in Watford. The last entry is dated 13 July 1939 for a new propshaft, with the mileage
listed as 217010, this is presumably spurious (perhaps 21701, plus 100,000 if the tnp had been round the clock). The
Service Records all end around 1939/40, as Rolls-Royce shut down the old Service Department and stopped offering ser-
vice facilities for vintage Bentleys.
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Jack Olding became special London agents
for Bentleys early in 1929, selling off a number
of late 3 Litres, mainly from the DN series.
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and noting that the balance of the guarantee was
available for transfer. This corresponds to the test
for guarantee transfer in the Service Record dated
13 November 1930,
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BENTLEY DRIVERS CLUB LIMITED

T'o The Secretarv,

Hrhﬂw_r Drivers Club Ltd., __ﬁa—-"‘l'”_r
Bush House, London, \W.C.2 X e
lelephone: TEMple Bar 5243 = )

("3 (M)
I (MKx). H. Stuart ailton,
iR

of 40, Drent Street, Henden, L.ds4.

desire to be elected member of BENTLEY DRIVERS

L. [-u];-;criirim:)
CLUB LIMITED and enclose my clieque for () Hf—?f*f“i’:ﬁ-"*”m
in respect of the entrance fee and subscription. 1 agree that in the
event of my being elected my maximum liability will be to contribute if
required a sum not exceeding £1 to the assets of the Club in the event
of it being wound up during the time I am a member or within one
year thereafter and 1 hereby authorise you to insert my name in the
Register of Members ol the Club and agree to be bound by its
Memorandum and Articles of Association.

Dated Z0th, day of Septembep 1) Jie

O —
(Signed) 'L/-} " e (_/_ 1/ ’ if":‘:.

[reTin

Stuart Wilton's BDC application form, dated 30 September 1936. The club was founded in mid-1936 so this
makes him an early member.

16
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For record purposes will v please fill in the following information.

Chassis No. LN« 1741

Last o=1itr piligrigey
7 ; S s Tl . 1744
Litres. Year AP Suppliac VEnpine No. 2Nl . Lée o
by H.ll«1tC s e
Repigtraton Np, YWY o« Ml «
Body Type Upen L-seater, Wheellise 9% feet 92 inches, ?
Major alterations, wdditions, and in what classic events, if any (LE MANS, T.T., etc.), has

car been

Tt would be greatly appreciated if Members would notify the Seeretary when they change theu
cars, giving details of the new acguisition,
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The Brooklands dice was a dillerent malter and despite the two guinea
entrance [ee. the need 1o have the car fitted with bonnet straps and a
Brooklands silencer. not only did more than the minimum of eight entranis
go to the line but the 14 starters were only one short of the permitied
maximum,. It is possible that the pecuniary inducements played their
part for the winner was o receive £10 and the ronners-up £4 and £2
respectively, all being given a Brooklands ash-tray for good measure,

The trials and tribulations of motor racing are nomerous and these
were not absent on this occasion, Drivers who had not previously raced
at a BARC. meeting were required 1o practice on the circuit and present
themselves for Official Observation on the Friday, lapping during this
period at a sufficiently high speed 1o satisfy the observers.

L. C. McKenzie was one who was early in trouble, soon dingnosed as
a cracked piston head. whereupon the redoubtable * Mac ™ set ofl for home
on two cylinders and a hard night’s work. Noel Sissons was chasing errant
horses and even severnl plug changes did not produce the desired result.
H. M. Pelmore tried varous wheel combinations (o produce the most
suitable effective gear ratio, whilst Peter Robertson-Rodger was audibly
changing plugs on the hot engine of his * great blown beast.,” this being
the same car which had been driven by Sir Henry Birkin into 2nd place in
the 1930 French G.P. at Pay

Lyecett's beautifully prepared and surgically sterile 44 attained 107 moph.,
although not yet completely run in, and other fast practice laps were being
put in by Marcus Chambers, 1. H. Allason and even E, P. Ortweiler in a
convertible coupe was over the 80 mark

The three litre contingent were not far behind, the most venerable of
them. A. B. de 5. Sutton’s thirteen-year-old, keeping up a good 70, with
the somewhat younger ones being slightly faster,

C. T. Baker-Carr, an experienced track driver in a car that had proved
itsell in o number of races sportingly asked to be retired to scratch.
sacrificing his 6 second handicap and :nﬁ was ready for the morrow

The race itsell was so well described in the Bulletin that we mike no
apology for quoting its account of this epic word for word :

The Race

Public interest in the race wus amazing. On all sides one heard
comments, flattering. pessimistic, enthusinstic according o prejudice
and age. The fact that there were no non-starters caused guite a stir,
and a mood of sulkiness fell vpon those pessimists who had predicted
hopeless disaster in practice.

The impressive speciacle of the starting-line can be judged from the
Press photograph. which by this time most members have seen.  Sulton,
the limit man, roared away from the line, and they were definitely
“off.,” 5. C. Rogers made a start that left the other three-litres in
his group well behind. Fifteen seconds later Ortweiler was away, and
managed to catch Rogers just after the completion of the first lap.

G. K. Pelmore and Mckenitie, on the twenty-five second mark. left
the line with Pelmore leading, But McKensie, running amazingly
well, overtook him in a short course low on the banking, gained rapidly
on the field, finishing the first lap two seconds ahead of Pelmore. and
closing up fast on the leader. S. C. Rogers. Ortweiler suffered the
misfortune of fuel-pump trouble, and Iic weakened mixture firing
in the silencer shattered it. Bad Tuck !

30 MARCH, 1957 BD.C. REVIEW

BALR.C. Mecting, Hrooklands, October 1Tth, 1936, The first race organiscd by and restricied
o members of the Bentley Dirivers Club, Car Mo, 3, ©. T. Baker-Carr [the winnerh: Mo, 4,
H. M. Pelmore fsccondi Moo 7, Forrest Lycett (Vice-President and Chalrman of the
Commitice). Mo, ¥ (extreme righth. G. K. Pelmore {Hon, Sec. and Founder): Mo, 9, L, O
McKenrie (Commitics member) Reproduced by Kind permission of ¥E auvmidas
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L. €. McKenzie's night-work was bringing its reward, but G. K.
Pelmore was very little slower, and appeared to have something in hand.
Their standing laps were seveniyv-nine and seventy-nine respectively, A
dry skid amongsi showered leaves slowed McKenzie, and the result of
the duel was in doubl.

F. Lycett and M. Chambers were in pursuit, and the pace became
hotter, Chambers's standing lap was completed at an average of 83,14
with Lycett only thirly yards in the rear hardly a mile an hour slower,

). H. Allason, who huad started with H, N. Pelmore, was out-
distanced at the end of the first lap. his time being slightly lower than
that of the cars which had a six-sccond lead on handicap. As was
mentioned in the account of practice, his engine was designed for trials
work ;. his ultra=short chassis, however, caused him to be classified
with H. N. Pelmore, whose ear has a similar wheelbase.

H. M. Pelmore put in a terrific standing lap at 85.11 ; nevertheless.
at the completion of his first lap he found Baker-Carr. who had started
twelve seconds later, only a hundred yards behind.

Baker-Carr's acceleration was startling, and his maximum speed
could not have been less than a hundred and ten. It was fairly obvious
that barring accidents he could catch the leaders. At the end of his
lirst lap he was three or four hundred yards ahead of Robertson-Rodger,
who had started with him from scratch. Noel Sissons, luckless, haunted
still by mysterious power-loss at the top of his engine's range. was
gamely fighting a losing battle.

The cars were by no means scattered. Indeed, one competitor, on
entering the Railway Straight, likened it to Piccadilly Circus: another,
confused by the leaves. mistook it for Vallambrosa.  For the spectator
it was a magnificent sight. Twelve cars were still running.  Ortweiler
and Henry. who had coasted in conscious that he was out-paced,
were the two who had fallen by the roadside. The rest were in ™ home
James " mood.

It was a stirring finish. Baker-Carr, high on the banking, thundered
home three hundred yards ahead of H. N, Pelmore. who had worked
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his way through the field. Third place was in doubt; but Chambers,
finding a string of cars across the track ahead of him, seized opportunity
where he found it, and filtered 1o the left by cutting down the banking.
This quick-thinking manoeuvre earned him third place. with Lycelt a
close fourth, McKenzie, Robertson-Rodger and G, K. Pelmore then
crossed the line in that order. Allason, Rogers, Sisson, Wilton and
Sutton, all travelling Nat-out. finished the race strung out along the
track at intervals of from one to four hundred yards.

It was a race which competitors and spectators thoroughly enjoyed,
and one which the club hopes to be able to repeat.

As a small momento of the occasion. every competitor has been
resented with a suitably engraved plaque for affixing o the facia
oard of his car.

There is little doubt that the information provided by this race
will enable us 1o perfect the handicapping so that the finishing line in
future events will resemble a red-light stop at Hyde Park Corner.

To all those whose generous assistance in the matter of silencers,
technical advice and loan of equipment contributed so enormously to
the success of the evenl, the commiltee. on behall of the club, tenders
its gratitude,

A tabulated list of entrants, speeds and placings as supplied by
the BAR.C. is given below in the hope that it will prove of interest.

B.A.R.C. MEETING — OCTOBER 17th, 1936
LI p.m.—The Bentley Drivers' Handicap

) 5.5, lap F.L. lap
C.C. speed  speed Start

1 P. J. Robertson-Rodger 43988y Br92 103.11 0.0
2 N. H. Sissons 6397 T1.69 £9.25 0.0
3 . T. Baker-Carr 4487 9379 104,19 0.0 1t
4 H. M. Pelmore 4398 85.13 9941 12 2nd
5 1. H. Allason ; 4398 Tr28 91.05 0,12
6 M. Chambers 4198 831.14 96.52 0.8 Ird
7 F. Lyceu 4398 82.18 97.46 018
g . K. Pelmore 4442 77.93 9122 0.25
9 L. C. McKenae £ 4398 79.30 91.05 0.25
10 E. P. Ortweiler . 4398 7523 Nil 249
I 5 C. Rogers 29096 6B8.22 78,79 044
12 H. 5. Wilton 2994 62.25 77.21 0,44
14 0. L. C. Henry 2996 6384 Mil n.44
15 A. B. de 5. Sulton 96 h344 69,17 0.50

All cars driven in full touring trim with the exception of No. 1.

{Opposite, this page) An account of the BDC’s October 1936 handicap race at Brooklands, the field including
Stuart Wilton in DN1741, as illustrated at p.2. This is from BDC Review no. 44, for March 1957,
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DN1741 as bought by Johnny Green from Stuart Wilton in 1940, collected from Hampstead Garden suburb and
driven to Bulford Barracks, where he was stationed. The white paint and the lamp masks were to meet war-time
blackout regulations. The 1936 photograph at p.2 shows standard Smiths head and sidelights, these have been
changed for late Luecas head and snail pattern side lights. The horns to the dumbirons are also not original, the
small light to the offside dumbiron is 1 think a fog light. A Vintage Sports Car Club badge is fitted to the front
cross tube.

Stuart Wilton sold DN1741 to Johnnie Green circa 1940 for £60, the photograph above from Johnnie shows the Bentley
as bought with war-time blackout lamp masks and white paint to the wings, on the way to Bulford Barracks, where he was
stationed. Johnnie was an active member of the BDC after the war, taking part in competitions and driving tests in DN1741.
Painted green the Bentley was known as “Greenfly™. The next owner was a friend of Bill Klein's in the States, David Geod,
in 1952, He didn’t get on with the Bentley so it became a part of the Klein collection shortly afterwards. DN1741 staved
in the Klein collection for many years, owned subsequently by Maurice L. Schwarz, in Connecticut in the States, from at
least 1974, The Bentley is illustrated during his ownership at Flying Lady January/February 1987, p.3333, reproduced
below, taking part in the 1986 RROC Vintage Car Tour of the Berkshire Mountains. By 1993 DN1741 belonged to B. Josey,
in Florida, DNI741 was auctioned by Christies on 29 August 1999, bought by Jack Hilton. In 2017 DN1741 was bought
by the present owner, Richard Lee Belveal, in Arizona.

Jow—e

Clare Hay 25 September 2019



{Above) An undated photograph taken during
Johnnie Green's ownership, showing DN1741 refin-
ished in green (christened “Greenfly™), and looking
considerably smarter than in the 1940 photograph,
opposite. RAC and BDC badges have been added to
the front cross tube, and a large wooden trunk to the
offside running board. (Photograph bought on ebay)
(Right) From the days before roll on/roll off ferries.

DN1741
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VINTAGE BENTLEY IN ACTION Page 147

The author having a go at the (947 B.D.C. Silverstone mecting with the last 3 Litre made by the old
company, seeing off one of the 3 Litre Sunbeams, but Anthony Heal’s was ahead and nncatehable. Noocrash
hats in those days and even the Buckinghamshire countryside looks more rural,

[ )
b
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{Opposite above) Johnnie Green and DN1741 during
a driving test at Hendon. This shows the instrument
panel lavout devised by MeKenzie for Stuart Wilton,
with a row of brass switches along the bottom of the
panel to the nearside. The steering wheel is a
Bluemel, a pair of Lucas festoon lamps have been
added to the scuttle capping. (Opposite) DN1741 as
featured in Johnnie Green’s 1969 book Bentley Fifty
Years of the Marque. {Above, right) Early post-war
photographs of Johnnie Green and DN1741. These
were taken by George McKaige, an Australian
owner of a 3 Litre, on holiday in the UK.

DN1741
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FEBRUARY,

1947

[T muny people the J-litre which was
evoloed by W, O, Mentley Just after the
Kaiver War and which remained in pro-
duction for wix years, represents the finest
sprerrtn car in the world.  Amengst members
of the Hentley Deivers® Clab thece are still
L00'af theve fine carsin use, practically all of
thewi wigintained in a condition such as
should gladdem the eyes coen of Mobile
Podicemen.  In spite of thin remarkable
papularity of a ear which Aoy been and of
o Triet im _If'nr WA hl:l'flr:l'l s, r:rﬂ_ful'iull
sfill erints poer maollers of detadl. Con-
sequently, we are delighted fo be able lo
prablich this article, secitfen by mrabers
'-'_r L .'l'ru.HH; Privers® Club ol our rr.‘uanf.
1 gehick the deoelopment of ihis claswic
cir in eeplrined, the diffecent modely sorled
wiel qorul sumie of the makes racing succesees
wiitlined,  Not only will thiv  erclusive
i wla pn.lrn]'r ja{ruunrl’a{f recding fo thase
who s or othercive adpocale the B-filre
Benbley, bl it welll ol be of (nirresd fo
thaw swho wish to enbanse their academic
knuoledae of cintage Iypes.  More
tiewkarly, this  carefully  compiled  arlicle
will be of dnestinebde value b pervous eho
are about b purchase theve carn, and who
wish fo check on facts peesended by vendors,
and to thase seeking  information  obed
canperling thelr erisfing cars @8 pariois
wiyn.,  We were dndeed forfunale in being
able to drime on the poaled resources of one
||l|r the mbsl vigarous and euccessfiel one-make
Clubw, in order lo provide owr readecs
with  cumpreliensioe. and  accurate  facts
bt & pery renl molor-car.—FEo.)

T wons with preal ;-h-.uun- that the
I Bentley  Drivers’ Club received o

redpuiest from  the Editor of Moron
Sper for an arthele on the 3-litre Bentloy,
and i elfort has becn sparesd o ensure
that these potes are pecurate and cormect
in dletnil,

The grneral conception of 4he WElitee
Bentley was forming in the mind of its
ereatar before the end of World War L.
SOAWAE T e wasc o produce & very
Tast moloz<ear, on the ]rrilll'i]rh" of @ rucing-
var dletaned s (b wees, by Duilding Into
it enoiigh strength and welsht Lo ensure
reliability aml durability in the hands of
privite owners, as opposed to ™ Hotbing-
up ™ an ordinary ear o the point whers
it hecame unrcliahle,

The selginal experimental S-litee chassis
was erected in the autumn of 1919 in
thie stable of a Baker Strec) mows.  The
engine was assembled apstabis and e
chaa's dowistabrs, A norslng-home stosd
next door mod o fow minotes after the
up of the engine for the fiest time
test-buesd, the Matron served upon
It appearsd thal o patient

puir-

3

The
3-Litre
BENTLEY

wis phout b shuflle off this mortal ooil
and she thought that the engine should
be switehed-off forthwith, that his de-
parture might be more peaceful.  This the
three operators manifestly dared not do,
nndd it s recorded that the inmate died
to the thunder of the At Denthey exluust.
The more rabidd enthoslast mighl neclaim
it fipe death,

The engine had to be partinlly dis-
mantled o allow ils removal from the
loft to the Noor below ond, when the
chassis was completed, (b was fitted with
an open-tonring body, snd  eoad  tests
commenced dunng December, 1010,

The experimental chassis, although
basically. the same, difered from the
production model in certain detalls; the
maln ones being : The eamshalt-housing
was & ope-picee wlumindum casting, the
bearings being of the spht-boash  type,
requiring  assembly apon the camshalt.
This ||“|'|||':|1I'|.' was Inwsrted In the bearing-
housings from the front of the casing.
Two tappet-covers were situnted at 43"
to Lhe standard hall-cover nnd the rookers
were Lthreadtd on to the  groand-and-
hardened steel rods forming rocker bear-
inge, These were inserted from the rear

The bist B-Hire built—ance oxried by Stwcrt Wilton and rioe by Jolinnie Green,

MOTOR SPORT

ehil of Lhe cosing and ware held in position
by an end-cover, In the centre of which
was localed the rev.-counter-deive coupl-

ing. The emmshalt mn o the opposite
direction to that of the production model
and had two eams per eylinder, as againat

the three of the prodoction model.  The
rockers were of steel and one  exhaust
rocker operated two valves,  The magneto

cross-shalt drove one magneto on the
alf-shile, nand Itlu- waler-pump. on the
near side, hut prov'sion was made in the
evlinder-block Tor the subsequent use of
two plugs per evlinder, It being forescen
that developments would inevitably lead
in that direction, In fet, & deodbles
spark magneto was used fo develop Lhis
syvatem prior 1o the adoplion of twin
magnetos nx standord equipment,  Dry.
stmp lubrication was nzed on the ex-
permental cars, pecessitnling B srhvenge
wimp and an oll-refurn’ tank, the lniter
wine seciired beneath the seuttle.  Excess
pil T the overhead-valve pear was
deained baek to the sump by external
oll drains leading into two large breathers
in the reankense.  Pistons were of hour-
glasa Lypee, in aluminium alloy o Speci-
Neation 1.4,

MeKencie-tuncd, with h.c. plstons, balaneed erankshaft grd 20 i, off the flywheel. It
aoeraged TT.21 . ph in the B, Rroaklond™s roce On 103035,
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(Opposite) DN1741 featured in Motor Sport’s 1947 article on the 3 Litre Bentley. (This page) Photographs of
DN1741 from Johnnie Green, showing the rear spare arrangement with a frame to carry luggage. The top pho-
tograph shows the hood removed for competition.
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(This page, opposite)} Further photographs of
DN1741 when owned by Johnnie Green. That above
shows the instrument panel as modified by Mac
McKenzie for Stuart Wilson, with a row of switches
in place of the original switchplate and the Smiths
bezel switch/ammeter. The steering wheel is a
Bluemel spring wheel with fingergrip rim, the orig-
inal wheel was probably a standard 3 Litre BMS50
solid wheel, this may have been changed by
Mckenzie as well. The photograph to the left is that
used in Meofor Sport, Febroary 1947, Although
Johnnie says he converted the windscreen to a single
pane, these all show the original three-pane arrange-
ment.
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Bentley

r Mail
Decembor 3, 1952

Mr. J« B+ As Oreon
The Bunsalow
Clarenont Road
Mhmte W, 6,
BEngland

Dear 'r, Treens

I have Just learned of the sale of your 3 litre "entley to a
gentleman in this country by the name of David Jood. s
American representative of the Tentley Drivers Club T should
11¥%e of course to met all the infomation on this car that is
available, I am not acquainted with “'r, Jood but T do want to
write to him and T would appreciate it i1 you would tve =e his
nailidy address in this country,

In addition to the above it would be mice to have any s3all Gits
of chit-chat about your car that you would care to sot down a'.
this time, Incidentally, T a= mywolfl lookint for a 7ood 2 1litre
go 1f you happen to know of one available and the omer does not
mnind letting the car go out of Fnland T would be haspy to have
his nase and address and any further particilars that you could
send alon:,

W=3507 i8 doinz nicely and has in a modest way contimuod to cover
hersell with flory, She 1s by far the most impressive vehicle at
any of the events she attends and atbracts fhr more attention and
complimentary romarks than do the brand new models, whatover the
make, Most mratifylins, most mratifyins,

Sincerely,
l i

1

{



Bantleys owne.

3 litre Bentlay 1929 touring

by line Kledn, I

U¥ 7549 /

DN1741

a?u:'d . T /T

DN 1711 Reg, &
s o
Wil. ot oM 1747 haDs
' 14tre Dentley touring 1929 _
fv 3 Chassis ¢ L Jl;hlg [ug,li
Zn; y R Corslea
(E')' ‘:;:1?-10' a" Zie& hape
6' LY 14tre Dentley coupe
Classis # IR 33117
- # IR 3347
; #.B. 100 O*® 2liel heps
Bentlay sedanca de ville 1729
R %m: g XT 3636 Pdg. # 00 1700
@ XT 3637 lliner
WeBe m! 11" 2liab hape

roadater 1011

oy touring 1731
71

a0
2523:

1029

V-nden Flas
"
let hypa

ITe2 hepe

Rage ¥ OF G248

Reg. § 0K NLL3
Ourney Motiing
?.}.L-'B h-lF‘i

Heils Owen
3? e h-l-P .

Rege 7 O 1151 7/

2742 hape

‘Beg. # GJ 750
Martin valther
3742 hape

(Opposite, this page) Correspondence from Carl Mueller’s files relating to DN1741. Carl Mueller was for many
vears the BDC’s North American co-ordinator, owning several Bentleys including the No.2 works Speed Six. The
letter opposite refers to Mr Good’s purchase of DN1741 from Johnnie, The list above is of some of the Klein

Bentleys, including DN1741, dated 16 February 1956.
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Jacquie Mintz cuts the cake at the opering banauet as Ted Mintz Mary oonad Bill Ford avnd Pete Zoller cxamine part of the Bovitley
antid inntkeeper Howard Groen look on line-tge ad the Seren Hills Resort

Fal

At Lime Rock, the Phantom 1 Continentals of Bill Davis i4PY ' Uy Frodav the towr vicited Hi s s Motor News—a Spring-

Ed :Lit‘-l:'rli (64 M5), and Derek daTort (24]51 were Tieed up field Ghost arcl o 3% flank the doorioauy.

[hsepielil  Starimn,

s =3
"
e,

af M f-.- FICa
and

tifrrnae,

£ TN

_ 4

e n
— ¥ -
=
Ea™

A lovely array of pre-war miotors: Briges'20/25 Nash shooting
brake (GLG5T), Fitzgeralds' Wranh H.J. Mulliner sedanca o
oille (WMBZ3), Webl's P-11 Park Ward saloon i3CM201 ) and

Curtint’s P Jares Young limousine (301 190) COPTEnTI L,

re (FB33241 with ViandenPlas body,
vt Maurice Schiwarz" 3 litre (DNIT31)

lefl—the last 3 hitve produced by the old

87-1 1333

{Above) From The Flying Lady for January 1987, featuring DN1741 during Maurice Schwarz’s ownership. The
Bentley saw little use after it was sold by Johnnie Green. (Opposite, following pages) DN1741 was auctioned by
Christies” in their 1999 Pebble Beach sale. The new owner was Jack Hilton.
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'‘GREENFLY THE EX-JOHNNIE GREEN 7 BILI IND ANN KLEIN
1929 BENTLEY 3 LITRE SPEED MODEL TOURER
COACHWORK BY WYLDRERS OF KEW, LONIDON

Chassis Mo, [DiN1741

Engine Mo DN1744

Brosh Hacing Green with green le sther interior and back canvas hood

Emgine: four cylinder in-line, sloper carburetons, four valves per cylinder, 2P6cc grvang Bhbhp ar 3500rpm Gearbon "‘-_'
fisuir .i-.~._-.1_ Suspension: senm -.-'!'|||1||1 li=at Springs frant and rear, Harford megon shock absorbers: Brakes; four w frun
mechamcally .nprr.lla.'.'. itl}'_lll hand drive
Designed in 1919 and drawing on acro-engine technology, and fise produced in 1921, the 3 Litre Bentley 1 to jmany the
archerypal vintage sports car, Second, fourth and fifth in the 1922 Tounst Trophy againsg out-and-out racing car, fint 3 I
Mans i 1924 and apain in 1927 and the holder of 24 hour records at over 95 mph, the 3 litre Bentley is truly a k gemd. The
litre Bentley was a comfortable, wer friendly, road-going sports car that could be raced; a formula that many ! It
have since emulited but rarely bettered 5
The vehicle offered here is the very last 3 litre produced by the Old Company at Cricklewood. Factory records imdicate that
was built 1o order for Mr. W.T.Townend on a special Short Speed Model 4% btre chassis which now make it 4 tit By e
and much sought after example. Completed in May 1929, DNIT41 was shipped to Wylders of Kew and fitred with £2
stractive and desireable fibric covered, barrel sided open spors tounng body which it stll wesrs. Prince George 10 ....m:i
was 3 well-known sporting motorst and regular Wylders chient. Delivered in August 1929, chassis 1IN 741 was alh e ©
London registranion LY 7549 -
The SETOINE POt al thiv chassis r|-_.||_|_;_h for Bentley enthusiaso i the enge Bentley Motons .!;'-.l.'l-.nF‘-n.'J the 3 latr {'..-':'I_”I;
continuously nght up o the end of 16 productoon hife, ncorporating lessons leammit in ainternational competinon The I_II:II;“_
L

o J‘u-nu.; (N I’H'. Hemtleys ™ wnitten the

el late ol

litre engmne 15w much mnproved over the early units that inNotes
Marcus Chambers recommended those with early engines to scrap them and Nt Later engnes! Fire, Hentley fieted

il
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me-prece sump, as used on the 4% here, wath 2 much supenor ol-pump arrangement
webn and two-bolt direct-metalled rod

A heavier crank was hoted with thacker

The valve gear wied durahumin rocken in separate rocker-boxes, again developed for
the 4% litre engne, and the |-|.U.'\1-:"n|ll' top bevel dnve to the camshaft, This !1'|'||JI ed the earhier non-=located IVpe W hich was
Prove to tooth breakage. The resulung engine was significantly more powerful and more robust than the early e
il ) B ey ;

s [IMN1741, the CRENe wWas breathed on by the ||':_;-.'||.':.||:'§. ‘Wac" MeKenzie i othe 19K, *Mae” hited 3 .Pu_-,|_||
Laviall bhalanced crankshaf, Lightweight racing pistons, rased the compresion ratio and machined 28Ibs off the flywheel
I_I""'l'-_'_ I||h|||!.‘_h 1 close-ratio A type grarbox {fitted by Bentley Motors tn 1934), DNI1741 lapped Drooklands at 77.21 mph i
the bt Bentley Drivers” Club meeting At Brooklands i 1936, doven by s then owner Stuart Wilton Hl,ll_ia,':h'. bw Johnme
breen in 1940 for (60, and christened ‘Greenfly', the 3 litre was regularly clocked at 92 mph, and was driven by Johnnie 1
"-"'I:-"F- at=-war B meeangs at Silventone _||l||l|||||.' mcluded a p!m:n of himself dr|\'||:1!: ! ;.qq_'|_-:|1|‘.'5' at Silverstone 1 1947 on
P-147 of his book, '“l"-"ll"] = Ffty Years of the Marque', Green fondly recalls the car as il!n.l-'.u{:u:!_" ‘over 12 vears of idvilhc
:'T::lfl hip'. Johnnie sold his lentley to noted Marque enthusiasts Bill and Ann Klein, and ‘'Greenfly” spent many vean in the
firmes

i Klem collecrion. The facia i resplendent with s correct instrumentation and there are two lo

I
Pyt 1t

viely penod }'l Iques, one
z . M T L . L i

15 “Greenfly” and the other attesting to ts successes at Brooklands, It comes complete with copies ol
ndenice from Johnme Green

21

Nonow, chasis IXIN1741 s a beautifully patnated fabric covered example with it anginal body and maiching numbers
Tgine T1 I }
L LT

i e has irs desirable sloper carburetors finted, It 5 an unrestored, onginal example with full history and

X el i

& i rovenance, “Greenfly” s undoubtedly ane of the most dessrable Bentleys extant, In our opmion, the ongmality
FHOn and specification of this Bentley deem it worthy of serious consideration by sophisticated collecton

Ey

T
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The Ex-Johnnie Green [ Klein Collection
1929 Bentley 3 Litre Speed Model Tourer "Greenfly*
Sald for §134.500 - Pebble Beach, 1%%

International Auction Sales

LONDON
NEW ;r'CI RE
GENHE VA
LOS AD:IGEI.EFF
PEB BLE_ BEACH

If you are considering buying or selling any Bentley motor car, we offer confidential
valuation advice and would be pleased to discuss your requirements.

For further information regarding any of our prestigions sales throughout the world,

PIl’."lH‘.‘ contact:

LONDOMN: Rupert Banner, Colin Warrington Tel: (020) 7389 2851 or Fax: (020) 7627 B917
CONTINENTAL EUROPFE: Christian Philippsen Tel: (020) 7389 2133 or Fax: (020) 7627 8917
LOS AMNGELES: David Gooding, Malcolm Welford, Tan Kelleher Tel: (1 310) 385 2699 or Fax: (1 310) 385 0244

NEW YORK: Miles Morris Tel: (1 212) 636 2277 or Fax: {1 212) 636 4926

firiafinae

CHRISTIE’S
INTERNATIONAL
MOTOR CARS LTD

(This page) Christies’ advert in the 2000 BDC Member's List, with DN1741 as the lead.
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Thf.: Mnnthly DIgcst Gf Magmflccnt Mntc:r Cars

AC o Aston "h‘.lariin + Austin-Heateyo Bentle;. ¢ Rolls-Royce ¢ Jaguar « Lnlus ¢ MG ¢ Triumph

Chassis number: DNIT4T

Engine number: DNI744

esigned in 1919, first produced in 1921, and
drawing on acro-engine technology, the 3-Liter
Bentley is to many, the archetypal vintage sports
car. Second, fourth and fifth in the 1922 Tourist
Trophy against out-and-out racing cars, first a1
LeMans in 1924 and again in 1927. The holder of
24-hour records at over 95 mph, the 3-Liter Bentley is truly a
legend, It was built to be a comfortable, user-friendly, road-
going sponts car that could be raced; a formula that many
manufacturers have since emulated but rarely improved.

The vehicle described here is the very last 3-Liter produced
by the Old Company at Cricklewood. Factory records indicate
that it was buill to order on a special Short Speed Model 4'%4-
litre chassis, a truly unigue and much sought after example.

1929 Bentley 3-Liter Speed Tourer

Completed in May, 1929, DN1741 was shipped 10 Wylders of
Kew and fitted with the attractive and desirable fabric-covered,
barrel sided open sports touring body which it still wears.

The strong point of this chassis for Bentley enthusiasts is
the engine. Bentley fitted the late-type one-picce sump, as used
on the 445-liter, with a superior oil-pump armangement. A heavier
crank was [itted with thicker webs and two-bolt direct-metalloid
rods. The valve gear used duralumin rockers in separate rocker-
boxes, again developed for the 4%-liter engine, and the fixed-
type top bevel drive 1o the camshaft. This replaced the carlier
non-located type, which was prone to tooth breakage. The re-
sulting engine was significantly more powerful and more ro-

stop better, maneuver mare tidily, handle betrer, and i some cases,
depending on the model of gearbox in the car shif cledwer amd
more crisply than the bigger Bentlevs. These virtues particularly
apply 1o the later 3-litre cars, which carry @ host of improvements
developed over an eight-year period.

Thiz car had a great deal going for ii: it is the very last 3-Litre
built by the original Bentley Motors and is unigue due to its
chassix combination. The car has a known history from the day of
delivery, inciuding ownership by two of the hest-known vintage
Bentley exponents in the UK and US, and foctors such as these
loom more and more important for the ongoing valve of vintage

bust than the early engine, [-—

Bought by Johanie Green in 1940 far || Years produced
£60, and christened “Greenfly,” the 3-Liter || Rumeet roduced

Original lisi price
was regularly clocked at 92 mph, and was || soaf Price Guide

driven by Johnnie in carly post-war BDC || Chassis #

mectings at Silverstone. The facia is re- || Engine #

splendent with its comect instrumentation || 1259
Diseributor cap

and there are two period plaques, one iden- || iy
tifying it as *Greenfly” and the other attest-
Ing to its successes at Brooklands. [t comes
complete with copies of correspondence

Wb nte
Aliernatives 1o consider

Plase on enging side of firewall near bonnet
Stamped in nght froni engine leg

Bentley I'.)mtr!. Club, 16 Chearsley Rd
Long Crendon, Aylesbury, Bucks, HPIEFAW, England

Vauxhall 30-980E, Austro-Daimler ADMS 2-Lier

Bentlevs purchased in todays market

H{:ﬁ Diﬁ'n’ﬂj the ”.‘ﬁ.‘_',l‘,i. .f.u.'u"lllp; _Jrll.'l'l-i ll'llr
£795 (83.455) || fetal correctness of a car wax far lexs
$40,000-150,000 || crucial than now. In the current markel

the discriminating Hentley shapper
wanis a real car and they don't come
“realer” than thix one. ft 5 a marching
numbers example and has a patina of
ariginality that only careful mainte-
nance aver a .fﬂ“li: '{J:‘.'FII'?J‘ af vears can
impart to any car. {f | was lucky enough

£400-1 500
ket magneios

WWW IO O
L-Liter Lagonda,

from Johnnie Green. It is an unrestored,

fo own it Joworldn © fouch o thing: fuse

orginal example with full history and excellent provenance,

Your can afmaost guarantee a lively argument among vintage
Bentley owners down at the local pub by asking which is the best
driving model among the 3-, 4., 4%-, 6% and B-liter-engined
cars. Al the end of the day, though, masi of them will come down
o the side of the 3-Litee Speed model far sheer vintage moloring
pleaswre if not all-out performance against thefr farger-engined
brethren, Thiv Bentley sold for 5134500 including commision ar
the Christie s auction in Pehble Beach, California

fn my experience a well set up 3-Litre Bemiley will steer eaxivr,

drive &, show it and enjoy i1,

For a correct 3-Lire Speed model like thix one, the money
pard was on rthe burfon and arguahly, a hit af o Iargain for o
wnique car like this. You could spend far more than that build-
ing up o J-Litre from bits amd seifl hove o mongred arfesmohfe
whoen fimished. Lesser evamples uswally bing abowr two-ihinds
{0 four-fifths what this car fetched. For the relativelv littfe differ-
ence paid, the buver got a lol more car; one thal ix internation-
ially known and wounld find ready buvers on either sule of the
Atlantic, Call it @ Red Label blue chip.—Dave Brewnell #

Mevember, 1779
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{Opposite) Following the 1999 Pebble Beach sale
DN1741 was written up by Dave Brownell in English
Car, November 1999, (This page, following pages)
Photographs from Richard Belveal of DN1741 as
now. In general the Bentley looks little changed,
apart from the sidelights and stoneguards added to
the headlamps. The body fabric shows typical age-
ing, with the coating drying out and cracking. The
material is a nitrocellulose leathercloth, over time the
castor oil plasticiser dries out. The process is not
reversible, it occurs very slowly so change is mea-
sured in decades. (Rizht) The chassis number is cor-
rectly stamped to the chassis front crossmember to
the nearside. It should also be stamped to the inside
of the nearside front dumbiron knuckle (a photo-
eraph of this is not to hand).

DN1741
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Although Johnnie Green says in one of his letters that DN1741 was fitted with self-wrapping brakes, the front
brakes are standard non self-wrapping 3 Litre pattern, with Stage 3 Perrot shafts, The brake backplates, king-
pin dome caps and the starting handle cover would have been painted as new, along with the chassis—these were
brush painted. The radiator looks to have its original mesh with an aperture of about 5/16". The shock
absorbers are correct Silentbloc pattern Hartfords, with Wefco gaiters to the road springs. The photograph is
clear enough to show the sump number, 1634, As noted in the text this will be the original sump to the engine.

(Left) The scuttle capping carries a pair of plagues to
the offside, for Johnnie’s name for his
Bentley—*"Greenfly”—and for Stuart Wilton's entry
in the Brooklands October 1936 BDC handicap race.
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The lever by the handbrake is for the Barker dipping system, this has been reinstated. 1 doubt Johnnic Green
would have approved of the Bentley Owners Club badge, this was a short-lived breakaway club formed in the
west of England in the late 1940s. The BDC were not at all happy about this. The pressed aluminium number
plates are typical for 1929, modern restorers typically fit cast aluminium, these were out of date by the time
DN1741 was built.

O
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{Left) A plaque to the scuttle capping to the nearside, for best turned-out 3 Litre at the 1950 BDC Kensington
Gardens concours, (Right) The toeboards have rubber matting rather than carpet, this was common for open
sports cars. A modern alternator has been fitted in place of the original dynamo. The brass box is for a car log.
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Johnnie Green had the spare wheel relocated from the nearside, with a slot cut into the wing, to the back of the
car. The original tail light was a single metal bodied Smiths, to the offside, sometimes with Continental plugs so
the lamp could be moved to the nearside for touring abroad. The brake light is an after-market accessory. The
photograph is clear enough to show the original barrelled hinges to the doors. The wiper motor body should be
painted, not polished brass. As a rule everything is painted, there was very little plating to the cars as new.

{Left) The radiators were made by Gallay Ltd. of
Willesden, North London, so originally there would
have been a Gallay badge to the header tank. The
radiator was repaired or perhaps recored by Searle,
so it has one of their badges.
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(Above) Underbonnet offside. The filter arrange-
ment is non-standard. this is mentioned by Johnnie
Green in one of his letters. The SU G5 “sloper™ car-
burettors and ML GR4 magnetos are correct for a
late Speed Model 3 Litre. The electric fan is a sensi-
ble addition. The clutch and flywheel looks to be a
standard cone clutch assembly. (Right) The steering
column is the original, stamped DN1741. A close look
shows that the number is overstamped, the number
underneath is most likely HT1644,

DMN1741




DN1741




BIJF3T333333333333333333333333333333303303

{Opposite) View forward showing the special brack-
ets for the Barker headlamp dipping system, and the
ring-pull pattern bonnet catches. Earlier 3 Litres
were fitted with screw-down catches. ML GR4 mag-
netos are correct for a late 3 Litre, The view below
shows the steering column and the engine controls,
the magneto advance/retard has left-and-right hand
threaded adjusters, as fitted to 4% Litre engines.

{Above) Underbonnet nearside. The exhaust mani-
fold is standard 3 Litre with square flange mounting,
the starter a correct later pattern Smiths, The sup-
ports for the HT leads are missing. The starting han-
dle is in its correct clips. by the nut for the starter
motor cotter pin. The lower clip is bolted to the sump
flange.

{Above right) A water tank was fitted to the front
face of the bulkhead to the nearside, this has since
been removed. The horn is usually fitted here, a pair
of non-standard horns are fitted off the front dumb-
irons.

(Right) The engine is the original, stamped DN1744
to the nearside crankcase bearer arm above the
starter motor. The engine number should also be
stamped to the top nearside magneto turret flange by
the magneto, I don’t have a photograph to hand to
show this.
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{Above) Engine nearside, showing the oil level sight
plass and oil piping for the big sump engine. The
brake rods and the supports for the rods should real-
Iy be painted.

(Left) The gearbox is an *A” type, no. 448, from
chassis 967. This was fitted for Mr Thomson from his
earlier 3 Litre chassis 967, in 1934. GG stands for
ground gears, as opposed to unground, machine fin-
ish gears.
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The diff casing is 3 Litre/early 4% Litre pattern, with the drain and filler plugs to the back cover and not to a
forward extension to the diff casing. The casing was originally stamped HT1644 13/55, changed to DN1741 14/53
when the chassis was reallocated and renumbered. The number 1619A to the back cover should match the num-

ber to the flange of the diff casing, this is painted over. I gather that the banjo is also heavily painted so no num-
ber is visible,

(Left) The body has Jack Olding plates to the door apertures, as they were the original agent. (Right) The main

floorboard is covered with rubber matting, as the tocboard. The seat runners are proprietary parts, these would
have been bought in and fitted by Wylder.
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The pedal rubbers are correct 3 Litre pattern, the gearlever is a channel steel lever for the A" type box. The
instrument panel has been changed somewhat since earlier photographs, this has a largely correct set of instru-
ments. The Smiths clock, Smiths bezel switch/ammeter, AT speedo, Smiths 060 1bs oil pressure gauge, are
broadly correct, although the speedo is from a 6% Litre (marked “The Big Bentley™ rather than “Bentley 3
Litre™). The AT rev counter is incorrect, this should match the speedo. Water temperature gauges were fitted as
extras, eéither a Smiths or a Cambridge/ARIC, in centigrade. DN1741 may have been fitted new with a Bosch
horn, two Bosch horn switches are fitted. Pull-out Homa instrument lights were usually fitted, not a Lucas fes-
toon lamp to the scuttle (these were more usually fitted to the competition cars).
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The steering wheel is a Bluemel wheel with fingergrip rim, the standard wheel for a 3 Litre is the BMS50 solid
wheel, with a steel rim and east aluminium eentres. Spring wheels were fashionable, and were fitted as standard
to 444 Litre and 6% Litre chassis in 1929, However the standard wheel used by Bentleys has a reeded grip rim,
not a fingergrip rim. This wheel may have been fitted by McKenzie in the mid-1930s for Stuart Wilton, when

the instrument panel and switchgear was revised. The steering column controls lid has been re-engraved, as
standard the levers were finished in nickel.
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(Right) The switchplate is, [ assume, a modern copy,
as this is not fitted in earlier photographs. The pai- ' r S
= wLEE
tern is correct but the engraving is coarser than the - an

original plates. CHASSIS NY DN 1741
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