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Tuners embraced Buick's
new 3.5-liter aluminum V8 when

it came out in 1961. No surprise
that this lighweight V8 found a
home shortly thereafter in mid-
~engine British sports racers.
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N INETEEN SIXTY-TWO was
the year American road racing
irrevocably discovered the magic of

V8 power. Four-cylinder, mid-engine

sports racers like the Lotus Monte
Carlo, Cooper Monaco and Telar/
Zerex Special were about to receive
heart transplants that would make
them precursors of the Can-Am era.

ONE OF THE FIRST V8 engines American tuners
embraced was the 215¢id (3.5 liter) Buick V8 which
GM introduced in 1961 for its Buick Special. This
motor weighed just 324 pounds dry, thanks to its
aluminum block and heads. At 1.5 pounds per cubic
inch, it was the lightest V8 in America.

The hot rod potential of the over-square Buick did
not escape the notice of 1959 Indy 500 champion
Rodger Ward, who also contested USAC's Road
Racing Championship after the Indy season ended.
To compete in the 1961 West Coast road races at
Riverside and Laguna Seca, Ward hired Bob McKee
to install a 5.0-liter aluminum Buick in his Del Webb
Kern City Cooper Monaco (chassis CM/4/59). The
combination proved potent enough to run 5th at
Laguna Seca, but overheating ended his day.

Ward's performance was not wasted on Alfred
Momo, official entrant of Briggs Cunningham's
multi-car Maserati team at both West Coast events. In
fact, Ward had out-qualified and outrun all four Momo
entries at Laguna with his best practice lap time of
1:18.90. By October, 1961, Cunningham's front-
engine Maserati team was clearly outclassed by the
newer mid-engine designs from Cooper and Lotus.
Jack Brabham had won the Times Mirror Grand Prix at
Riverside in his Cooper Monaco Climax, while Stirling
Moss swept Laguna's Pacific Grand Prix in his Lotus
19 Monte Carlo Climax. In both of those contests,
Cooper works driver Bruce McLaren drove the Peter
Berry Racing Cooper Monaco (Chassis CM/3/61) to
high finishes: 2nd at Riverside and 4th at Laguna.

Aftter the '61 season, McLaren left Cooper to start
his own race team. Briggs Cunningham then acquired
the fin-tail, aluminum-bodied Monaco from Peter
Berry and shipped it to Reventlow Automobiles, Inc.
in Los Angeles. There, McLaren removed the 2.7-liter
Climax engine (which powered Jack Brabham's
Cooper atthe 1961 Indy 500) for his own use in
formula races Down Under. Cunningham instructed
RAlto install the aluminum Buick V8 in the empty
engine bay. In the February 1962 issue of Sports
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