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n the Spring of 1951, the wish for an open two-seater 

with a more sporting character was realized. Two Ger­

man racers, Heinrich Sauter and Hans Klenk, were con-

vinced the 356 Gm0nd coupes were too slow. They wanted a 

roadster which would be lighter, lower, and therefore faster. Alter 

drawing up sketches of just such a car, Sauter and Klenk pur­

chased a chassis from PQrsche-#10359, designated to be a 1300 

Cabriolet-and brought it to Klenk's small body shop just outside 

Stuttgart. In the 1950s, Porsche had a special relationship with 

their clients, as shown in this case. The car was designed and 

completed in close cooperation and with significant help from 

Porsche's technical staff. It had Porsche running gear, engine and 

parts. Sauter wanted the doors to open from the front to allow 

quicker entrance and exit from the car at checkpoints during 

rallies. This "Sauter-Roadster" could be considered the second 

Porsche roadster built alter the prototype 1948 356-001. 

It had a "souped-up" 1500 cc VW engine that produced 52 

h.p. It took six months to complete, and the steel-bodied road­

ster ended up weighing nearly 1,325 pounds. This can be consid­

ered the "missing-link" between Porsche's first roadster in 1948, 

and the Type 540 America Roadster which Porsche would pro­

duce in the summer of 1952. 

The Sauter roadster's first race was during the Eifelrennen 

at the Nurburgring in the spring of 1951. Sauter posted the sec­

ond fastest practice time, but dropped out of the race with en­

gine trouble. In August, the car participated in the Liege-Rome­

Liege race with Sauter/Rath but did not finish. Later in '51, the 

factory bought the car from Sauter, and it was re-sold in 1952 to 

Opposite: Caught in the early morning mist of the Monterey 

penninsula, Dean Watts' GS/GT Speedster has spent the night topless. 

Owners realized that leaks were almost assured around every edge of 

the windshield, top and side curtains, so there wasn't much point in 

raising the roof unless the weather got really inclement. 

Right: On June 7th, I 959 at Laguna Seca, four Speedsters dice for 

position in an SCCA F Production race. Charles Adams leads Robert 

Herda, Ted Conrad and Ronnie Bucknum. The Speedster had just 

been phased out of production by this time, but they would fill the 

grids of SCCA races for years to come. 

Cheryl Dunkel's 1958 Carrera GS/GT Speedster is a highly-developed 

version of Porsche's simple sport roadster. With a four-cam engine 

and many aluminum panels, it was a true dual-purpose machine for 

cruising and competition. 
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